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Einojuhani Rautavaara

Lintukoto / Isle of Bliss (1995)

Isle of Bliss is a fantasia written for the orchestra of the Espoo Music
Institute in 1995. Most of the motives used in it, especially those of a
lyrical nature, reflect the ethos of poetry by Finnish national poet Aleksis
Kivi, in so far as |, through my music, have come to understand and view
the work of this, the greatest and most characteristically Finnish poet.

The work is based on Kivi's interpretation of one of the most essential
and long-lasting themes in the poetic tradition, the idea of a peaceful
island haven, an "isle of bliss", for which Kivi coined his own term
'Lintukoto' (literally "bird haven"). My composition does not attempt to
portray the poem's content as such. The poem merely served as a stimulus,
a source of inspiration for a piece which falls back not on narrative, but
on "feel" or atmosphere.

Once the form of the work begins to take shape, the music follows its
own "genetic" prescription, the dictates of the material itself. Nevertheless,
it proceeds in a way analogous to the poem itself: a vitalic and high-
spirited beginning — carefree and full of optimism - leads into a dreamy,
static passage which parallels the mysterious halt in to the flow of time
which occurs in the poem, "not seeking, nor finding, an answer". Like
the poem, however, the piece arrives once more at an optimistic note
and ends with Kivi's "purple sunrise at morning".

Einojuhani Rautavaara
English translation by Andrew Bentley
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