EINAR ENGLUND

b. 1916)
Concerto for 12 Cellos

Although the Concerto for 12 Cellos (1980-81) is unique for Englund in its
choice of instruments, it constitutes an excellent vantage point from which to
survey his music. For in addition to being one of his finest, most expressive
works, it serves as a synthesis of the main genres favoured by him in its integration
of the orchestral, concerto and chamber dimensions.

The Concerto for 12 Cellos was commissioned by the Helsinki Philharmonic
Orchestra. It is dedicated to the HPO's cellists, who premiered it with Ulf
Séderblom conducting on 3 April 1981. A group of twelve cellos produces a
homogeneous sound that is nevertheless rich in potential. In Englund's work the
spectrum ranges from a fullbodied orchestral timbre to pure, franslucent chamber
writing. The textures are often thickened into abrasive webs by the use of canon.
The concertante style is manifest above all on the collective plane, the group
being entrusted with greater responsibility than the individual.

In form, the Concerto for 12 Cellos is a set of five movements each with a
distinctive profile. It begins with an intensive Intrada seasoned with a dancing
lilt. The following Adagio, while beginning in a contemplative vein reminiscent
of Shostakovich, gradually expands to fuller proportions, while the third movement,
marked Scherzo, is dominated by an outburst of energy and instrumental effect.
The second slow movement is a touching Marcia funerale, in contrast to the
Finale, where the dance element is more in evidence than in the other movements,
such as in the division of the 4/4 bar into 3+3+2.

The way in which Englund develops his motifs gives the work coherence. For

example, the figure circling the pivot note in bar four of the opening movement
often features in the melodic material. The motto of the work as a whole is,
however, to be the moif first introduced in bar 30 of the opening movement. In
the first movement it is also inverted (bar 55, inverted and varied (bar 469,
augmented (bar 53-) and emphasised (bar 62-). The importance of the motif is
further enhanced by the fact that it also appears in all the other movements.

Kimmo Korhonen
English translation by Susan Sinisalo



Dedicated to the violoncellists of the Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra

Concerto

for 12 violoncellos

I Intrada

EINAR ENGLUND (1980-81)

Allegro moderato
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IV Marcia funerale

Tempo di marcia funebrae e molto pesante
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D Tempo primo
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